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From:
The Federation of Cambridge Residents’ Associations
Friends of the Cam
Cambridge Friends of the Earth
Living Streets Cambridge
Friends of Paradise Nature Reserve
Friends of Sheeps Green and Lammas Land
 
 
Dear Mr Pollock,
 
'To the River’ - widespread public opposition 

Cambridge City Council Environment and Community Scrutiny Committee Meeting, 24 March, 2022

We are writing to you as the Chief Executive of Cambridge City Council, regarding the ’To the 
River’ public Art project which is under item 9 in the Agenda, Public Art Strategy.

There are several pages in the committee papers about the Manifesto for Public Art, but there are 
only a few lines and no officer report on this particular project, or any information about the many 
responses to the recent public consultation on it.
 
Cllr. Anna Smith gave assurances that it was a genuine consultation and the views given would be 
listened to, yet it seems councillors are now being asked to approve spending £80,000 - £150,000 at 
the meeting with minimal information on the project, and no consideration of the fact that the 
consultation showed huge, and widespread, opposition to it from individuals and residents groups 
across the city as well as environmental groups such as Friends of the Cam, Cam Valley Forum, and 
Cambridge Friends of the Earth..
 
We consider that any decision on this funding should be delayed until Councillors have a chance to 
see a full report on the project and properly consider the responses to the consultation. 
 
Any decision to spend such a large sum of public money made without this information could be 
judged unsound.
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